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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GVBC PURPOSE 
STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 
STATEMENT 

Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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IN THE WRITTEN WORDIN THE WRITTEN WORDIN THE WRITTEN WORDIN THE WRITTEN WORD 

— by Annette Kakimoto 
Assistant Pastor of Leadership Development 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. — John 1:1-2 

� 
 

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
— John 20:30-31 

In the new Bible Basics class we’re teaching at GVBC (Stan Terasaki, Rodney 
Tanaka and I), our desire is that our learners would come to know and love the Lord Jesus by 
meeting Him (the living Word) through the Bible (the written Word). For example, we have 
been prayerfully reading through Psalm 119 and the Gospel of John so GVBC’ers can 
develop firsthand familiarity and skills in using their own Bibles and learn who Jesus is, what 
He taught, how He loved, lived, died and was raised again (John 20:30-31). 

We’ve provided our learners with a very basic introduction to God’s Word and are 
helping them to now develop their own personalized Bible reading plan based on their unique 
lifestyle, life stage and spiritual growth. For example, as soon as she finishes reading John’s 
gospel, one student has already committed herself to read the other three gospels to keep on 
encountering the living Word — Christ. Last Sunday, we were encouraged to hear each one of 
our students’ actual plans of how they will learn to read God’s Word for themselves in 2011. 

 We also practiced reading “formationally” and not just for “information,” as we learned 
from Robert Mulholland’s insights from Shaped By The Word: The Power of Scripture in 
Spiritual Formation. We introduced the following Bible reading options (in increasing order of 
challenge): 

�   Read one section in one Gospel each day. 
�   Or, read the four Gospels in a year. 
�   Or, read only the New Testament in a year. 
�   Or, read Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Job in a year. 
�   Or, read only the Old Testament in a year. 
�   Or, read the entire Bible in a year. 

 Would you like to spend time in God’s Word this year?  If you (or anyone else from 
other churches who are reading this newsletter) are interested in obtaining these free, easy-
to-use Bible reading plans, please contact me at GVBC and I’ll be glad to mail you a copy. 

 Bible Basics was intentionally designed with these spiritually formative features in 
keeping with GVBC’s renewed commitment to see GVBCers equipped to read, study and 
apply God’s Word.  Our greatest joy as teachers and the pastoral staff is when you are each 
taking the initiative to cultivate a growing desire to go deeper with Christ & His truth              
(III John 3-4). 
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES 

FROM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2010 

Hi!  My name is Tina Hara and I was just about born into this church. My 
maternal grandfather was a very good friend of Pastor Harumi Nishimoto 
and often went on hospital visitations with him. My mother and father 
(Kathleen & Takeshi Ishii) were married in the old chapel. From the time I 
was in kindergarten I remember attending Sunday school at GVBC. 

In junior high I occasionally came out to Friday or Saturday night church 
events. It was in junior high after one of those Friday night meetings where I 
first received Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. Through high school and 
college, I attended church sporadically. 

I understood Jesus was the one and only true God, but I really thought I 
could still control most things in my life and the lives of others. In 2005, while on vacation in 
Hawaii, my dad had a stroke. I didn’t find out until we returned home because my mom knew 
what a mess I’d be — I’d be rushing to get home. Besides, he was doing well and there was 
nothing I could have done for him. My mom knows me very well. I was so scared for him when 
we got home that I went into a depression. My progression into depression was probably a 
long time in the works because I remember sometimes feeling like I was going to burst into 
tears for no reason. Sometimes, I would drop off my kids at school and as soon as they were 
out of sight, I would start crying uncontrollably. However, I could hold my emotions together 
when the kids or my husband, Craig, was around. 

While this was going on, my husband’s business was also going downhill. He had trusted the 
wrong people as partners and these people ended up embezzling a lot of money from the 
company they had formed together. My lowest point was one day when I felt scared there 
might not be a God out there like I always thought I knew. Then what would happen?  I was 
frozen and felt I could not take care of my family anymore. I was never suicidal — just scared. 

Fear can grow and grow, making you unable to do anything. Fortunately, God WAS there!  He 
provided me with a husband who dropped everything at work and took me to the doctor. My 
mom came over to be with me and tried to comfort me; although, in that anxious state I 
couldn’t sit still. I know my mom has always been praying for me and my family and I am so 
thankful for her. My daughters, Cami and Courtney, were really sweet to me, too. I am sure it 
scared them. After the doctor told me I was going through depression and prescribed a low 
dose of anti-anxiety medication, I started to feel better. I joined Annette Kakimoto’s Bible study 
and learned about how faithful God is. My library is full of great books on overcoming 
depression and fear and learning how to look to God first for everything. 

Our family is in the process of moving out of our home right now because of the business 
being so bad. Hopefully, we will be able to rent it out for a year or two until Craig’s business 
can get back on its feet. We are moving into my in-law’s home nearby so the kids won’t have to 
change schools. Even though things are a little uncomfortable for us right now, I know God is 
working great changes in our lives. My husband Craig has started coming to church with us 
and is even in a men’s Bible study with Dave Uratsu. I know in my heart everything will be OK 
because God is with us. 

My favorite Bible verse is Psalm 23:1-3: 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.” 
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES 

FROM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2010 

Hello. I’m Andrea Contreras and I’m going to share my 
first testimony. Two years ago I got invited to the Harvest 
Festival. It was my first time coming to this church and I 
really liked it. 

At the beginning, I was attending KidZone on Friday 
nights, but I felt like I needed to learn more 
about Jesus so my brother and I started to 
come on Sundays. Little by little the whole 
family started to attend our new church! 

My first time accepting Jesus Christ in my 
heart was at winter camp. Before that, I 

didn’t have any interest in God’s word. But after accepting 
Jesus into my heart, I realized living without God was a 
hard and empty life because we need the love of God so 
we can fill peace in our hearts and love to others. That’s 
why I’m getting baptized today. So I can show my love to 
Him. You can get in bad situations, but always remember 
that God is with you! Andrea with Youth Pastor 

Daniel Matsuda 

Jenny Yamada: Throughout my life, God 
has always been with me — carrying me 
through trials and giving me so much joy 
through His love and grace. Even when I had 
fallen from the right path, He has always 
forgiven me. I am so thankful to my Lord and 
Savior, I would like to renew my commitment 
and faith and dedicate my life to Jesus 
Christ. 

“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13 
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December 2010 Mexico 

Mission Trip to San Telmo 

Go to Mexico?  Now?  What are you?  Nuts?  Any 
sane person who follows the news or reads the L.A. 
Times would never consider going to Mexico with the 
recent drug cartel violence. But, on the December 17 
weekend, 49 trusting souls from seven churches did 
just that. Six from GVBC were part of the group 
[pictured from left Gerald Mayewaki, Rick Taira, Bob & 
Teresa Matsushima, Bill Louie, (standing in back) Jim 
Kawashima]. 

When we arrived at the TJ border, we were praying for 
God’s covering as we entered customs. One person 
left the bus to push the dreaded button. A totally 
random system, if the light turns red, you have to off 

load everything and everyone from the bus. If the light turns green, you are free to 
enter Mexico without being checked. Well, praise God, the light turned green and we 
drove right through. 

In San Telmo, Mexico (seven hours south of Gardena), we split into four teams and 
visited the migrant farm camp. In the past when we brought food, aggressive children 
would grab the food from us and have a tug-of-war over a Ziploc® bag of rice. It often 
ended up with a ripped bag and wasted rice on the muddy ground. So this time, we 
walked slowly, went door to door, offered the food only to a parent, and asked if they 
wanted prayer. Every person we encountered agreed to receive prayer. They asked 
prayer to find work, for the health of their children, and one fearful woman asked for 
prayer as her husband had threatened to kill her. 

In the afternoon, we divided into various ministries. One 
team presented worship songs and the Christmas story 
for the children; the women had a testimony and craft; 
the food crew was busy preparing lunch and dinner for 
what seemed like the entire village; the medical team held 
a clinic; one team was distributing shoes, clothes, socks 
and a small Christmas present for each child. 

While serving dinner to the endless stream of 700, we 
formed a bucket brigade to prepare a stream of plated 
food. When we ran out of an item, we yelled, “more 
tortillas!” and the kitchen crew brought the item we 
requested. The food team kept asking how many more 
and we could never see the end of the line. While 
serving, we laughed and quickly worked. It was really a 
team effort to feed the entire village. At the end, we all 
felt thankful to God for He provided enough food for 
everyone. We ministered to so many people and it was 
pure joy to be God’s hands, to laugh and work with one 
another, and enjoy the mission trip together. I was so 
glad to have such joy in serving God together as a 
team. 

Despite the recent, scary violence in Mexico, God was gracious to give us traveling 
mercies, a safe mission trip with hundreds of children hearing the gospel, and many 
migrant farm workers asking for prayer in Jesus’ name. Our faith was strengthened. 
Who needs Spanish when you can communicate with a warm hug, a welcoming 

handshake, hand motions and a smile. 

Where could you wake up to mountain-lion stew with the white skull staring back at you from the pot?  Where could 
you sit hugging a mud caked child and get teary eyed as you share God’s love for them?  Where could you provide 
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Family News 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 
� Robert & Shirley Arai and Eddie & Eileen Yorizane 

and families in the passing of Shirley & Eddie’s 
mother, Shigeko Yorizane, who passed away on 
Friday, December 17, 2010. The funeral was held on 
Saturday, January 8 at L.A. Holiness Church. 

� Violet Okada, Michael, Doug, Joan, Cheryl and family 
in the passing of their beloved husband and father, 
Dr. Tsuyoshi Okada, who passed away on Sunday, 
January 16. The funeral service will be held on 
Saturday, January 29 at 10:30AM at GVBC. Pastor 
Steve Langley will be officiating. 

Letters from our Family 
� Dear GVBC Family, On behalf of the family of Robert 

Langley, we would like to thank the GVBC family for 
all your love and prayers for our father over the last 5 
years and especially the last two weeks. We felt your 
prayers and received strength as we mourned the 
loss of Bob and as we worked our way through the 
planning of his service. Thank you for all the food, 
flowers, words of comfort and encouragement along 
with offers to help. Each member of the Langley 
family was touched by the love shown by all of you. 

God bless you all and thanks. His children, Pastor 
Steve & Nancy Langley and family. 

� Dear GVBC Family, Your prayers were answered 
by our heavenly Father. I am feeling well. The Lord 
gave me a clean bill of health for which means my 
family is very thankful. The delicious meals which 
were provided for me were heaven sent. Thank 
you as words cannot express my feelings. Love in 
Christ, Jan Gohata 

� Dear GVBC Family, Our heartfelt thank you for the 
beautiful floral arrangement you sent our mom for 
her celebration of life service. We want to 
especially thank you for your faithful prayers and 
words of encouragement during our mom’s cancer 
journey. Our family could feel the power of your 
prayers and we know God heard your petitions. He 
graciously answered all your prayers on our behalf. 
Not by our strength alone, but God’s were we able 
to care for our mom these many months. Thank 
you for being such a loving family to both our 
families. With much love in Christ our Lord, Eddy 
Yorizane & Shirley Arai 

 

free medicines to a crying mother whose feverish infant hasn’t slept for days?  
Where could you hand a pair of socks to a shivering, barefoot preschooler and see a 
grin from ear to ear? 

So, all of the no showers, Mexican toilets, sleeping on the floor dwindled to nothing 
and all we were left with was the pure joy of serving God and showing His love to 
these migrant farm children who live in abject poverty. We with all our trappings of 
soft, middle-class life, it makes you so thankful for the little things when you return 
home. As far as I remember, Jesus didn’t say to go therefore if there is a flushing 
toilet, a warm shower and a bed. In Matthew 28:19, Jesus says, “GO!” 

“Go and make disciples of all nations.” 

So, if you want to respond to God’s tugging at your heart, please talk to one of those 
who have gone on a previous mission trip. You can get involved in so many ways to 
support the mission effort. Ask yourself what keeps you from going to Mexico?  What 
are you afraid of?  Is it not your thing?  Do you think you are too old?  You hate the 
toilets?  You don’t speak Spanish?  You are afraid of the violence?  Well, in all these 
things, isn’t God greater?  He has to be our confidence during a mission trip. The 
upcoming dates for the 2011 Mexico Mission Trips are [see page 6 FYI Events]: 

Feb. 12 Tiajuana 
May 14 Tiajuana 

July 15 to July 24 Bolivia, South America 
Oct 1 Tiajuana 

Dec 16 to 18 San Telmo 

Jim Kawashima, Rick Taira, Gerald Mayewaki, Bill Louie, Bob and Teresa Matsushima from GVBC were all part of 
the December 2010 Short-term Mission Team. Please ask any of us about the upcoming trips. 

Submitted by Teresa Matsushima, on behalf of the Mission Committee for Sanaye Nagami 

(Mexico Mission Trip Continued from page 4) 

Some of these photos were taken by Gerald Mayewaki 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Adult Volleyball  Mondays, 7:00 — 10:00PM, 
Community Hall. The Sports Ministry is proud to 
sponsor another year of Monday Night Adult 
Volleyball. Open to men and women, 18 years 
and up for sports and fellowship. Free 
courtesy of the generous people at GVBC. 
Teams of six players are rotated and play on a 

first come, first serve basis. All skill levels welcome. 
We’re looking forward to seeing new faces and 
hopefully welcoming back old friends. For more 
information contact Loren Harada, 
(loren.harada@gmail.com) or Scott Uyeda, 
(s_uyeda@sbcglobal.net) via the church office or 
drop by next Monday Night. 

� Basic Christianity Class to Resume February 6 Pastor 
Ron Matsuda will resume teaching Basic Christianity on 
Sunday, February 6, 10:45AM, Room 218 after a year’s 
break. In 2009 we covered the first 14 lessons so we plan 
to pick up where we left off and finish the remaining 8 
lessons after a brief review. If you are new to this class, 
please call the church office to register. 

� Super Bowl Obento  Sunday, February 6, tickets on sale 
for $8.00 each box lunch. Tickets on sale in the Courtyard 
after the worship services or from any of the junior or 
senior high students. Make checks payable to GVBC 
[subject line: Obento]. All proceeds benefit the Youth 
Camp Scholarship Fund. Obento lunches will be available 
for pick up on February 6 after the worship services. 

� OASIS to Resume February 9  Our Wednesday night 
Bible class will resume beginning February 9 (for approx. 6 
weeks), 7:00—9:00PM, Room 218 with Pastor Ron 
Matsuda teaching on 2 & 3 John. If you have never 
attended OASIS, please call the church office to register. 

�M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, February 12, Tijuana 

� Saturday, May 14, Tijuana 

� Friday, July 15 to Sunday, July 24, Bolivia (one 
week earlier this year.) 

� Saturday, Oct 1, Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but 
not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the church 
office or email her at: treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Prime Timer’s Upcoming Events  Chinese New Year 
Celebration in San Francisco. Friday, February 18 to 
Monday, February 21; $562 per person (double 
occupancy); single supplement add $190. Prices include 
gratuity to motorcoach driver. DEADLINE: full payment 
due by Sunday, January 30 (make checks payable to 
GVBC — San Francisco Trip in subject line). Cost 
includes 1 breakfast, 1 lunch, and 2 dinners; roundtrip via 
motorcoach (wheelchair accessible vehicle upon request). 
Depart Gardena Hotel (on Redondo Beach Blvd. across 

2011 GVBC WOMENS RETREAT 
MARCH 26 – 27 

“Following the Shepherd” is the theme of the 2011 GVBC 
Women’s Retreat. Our guest speaker is Stephanie 
Schwartz, Director of Women’s Ministries at Compass 
Bible Church in Aliso Viejo, CA. She will speak on Psalm 
23, one of the most well-known and recited psalms in the 
Bible. Often times you will hear Psalm 23 recited at a 
funeral or to a person who is nearing death. Stephanie, 
however, will teach us how to make Psalm 23 an integral 
part of our lives so we can become victorious followers of 
Jesus Christ. 

Women live very busy, sometimes hectic lives. Many of 
you are working and have a family waiting for your 
attention when you get home at the end of the day. You 
may be a very busy stay-at-home mom, a single parent or 
a caregiver. Some of you may be struggling with a difficult 
family situation or a health condition or you may be 
looking for a job. You may be at a place where life is such 
a struggle, you can’t see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
In Psalm 23,verse 4, David writes, “Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff they 
comfort me.”  My dear sisters, WE are not alone. God is 
with us and He wants us to take His hand and follow Him. 

As children of God, we have the awesome privilege of 
seeking His Word as our source of comfort, strength, 
wisdom and hope through our trials. Psalm 23 is one of 
the most powerful, life-changing scriptures in the Bible. 
As we seek after God, may we learn to become the 
daughters God desires us to be — women who show 
forth His grace, love and confidence; women who know 
God will see us through any trial we may be facing today. 

Details regarding the 2011 Women’s Retreat are 
available in the Narthex. Look for the lavender flyer at the 
reception center. Registration for the retreat will begin on 
Feb. 6 and continue through Feb. 27 or until we reach 
capacity. Seating is limited so please register as soon as 
possible. 

from Carrow’s) on Friday, Feb. 18 at 8:00AM and returns 
on Monday, Feb. 21 around 6:00PM. 
�Niagara Falls, Toronto, Montreal, Quebec City. Monday, 
September 26 to Monday, October 3. [NOTE: PASSPORT 
REQUIRED for travel into Canada]. $2,615 double 
occupancy; single $3,165. Tour prices includes all 
gratuities. Not included is travel insurance, items of a 
personal nature. Seven nights accommodation; roundtrip 
airport transfer from Gardena to LAX; roundtrip airfare — 
Southwest Airlines; full-time tour director Karen Anderson; 
local guides; admission to all sightseeing; motorcoach 
transportation and driver expenses, all bridge, ferry and 
road tolls; handling of one suitcase per person at all hotels; 
12 meals: 4 dinners, 1 lunch, 5 breakfasts, 2 continental 
breakfasts; all applicable federal & provincial taxes, i.e. the 
Harmonized Sales Tax (HST). 
To register contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi via the church 
office. 
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Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1st- 5th graders) 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM. Wear comfortable clothes and gym shoes 
to all events. 
�  Jan 28  Hula-Hoop Relay/Steal the Bacon 
� Feb 4  Card Relay/Bean Bag Target Toss 
�  Feb11  KidZone/HighSchool Activity 
� Feb 18  No KidZone (Jr. Winter Camp) 
�  Feb 25  Volleyball/Dodgeball 

Contact: Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net 

Financial Report 

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

 

Tak & Evelyn Teramae Sharon Teramae-Kauk 

Ken Miya Hisa Miya 

Robert Taira Betty Takamori 

Frances Sekiguchi Tad Sekiguchi 

Jean Urabe Ted Urabe 

Steve & Marie Takano Reed Takano 

Audrey Yee Genevieve Wing 

Walter Hokama Carol Hokama 

Betty Oshiro Henry & Rob  

Kiku Florist Weekly donation of flowers 

 

Monetary donations given in memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$1,000,000

$1,050,000

$1,100,000

$1,150,000

$1,200,000

$1,250,000

$1,300,000

January -

November

Adopted budget

Income received

Expenses

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

$110,000

$120,000

$130,000

Month of November

Income

received

Expenses

Issue 3 will be uploaded to 
the website on Wednesday, 

February 2. Hard copies 

available on Sunday, 

February 6 in the Narthex. All articles should 

be submitted by Sunday, January 30. 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Winter Camp 
When: Friday, March 4 to Sunday, March 6, 
Where: Alpine Conference Center, Blue Jay. 
Cost: $135 per student ($110 for each sibling or youth who have never attended a 
Children’s/Youth Camp). Scholarships available. DEADLINE: Sunday, February 20. 
NO REFUNDS. Applications available from Daniel Matsuda or the office. 
Leave GVBC at 4:15 PM March 4. Return GVBC approx. 3:30-4:00 PM March 6. 
Contact: Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681 or daniel@gvbc.net 

2011 Offering Envelopes 
2011 Offering Envelopes 
Please save us postage by remembering 
to pick up your numbered offering 
envelopes. If you do not have a numbered 
box and would like one, please print your 
name and phone number on the pad 
provided, or call Wendy in the office, ext. 
672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. 
Your envelope is available now for pick up 
in the Narthex. 



Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680  

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Worship, ext. 682 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Daniel Matsuda, Assistant Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Director Early Childhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, ext 684 (pt) 

Paul Matsushima, Pastoral Intern, Neighborhood Impact (pt) 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kyle York, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Sunday, January 23 
Pastor James Chang ~ Where is God?=Habakkuk 3:1-19 

 
Sermon Series: The Air I Breathe 

 
Sunday, January 30 

Pastor Ron Matsuda ~ Worship in All Seasons=Job 1 
 

Sunday, February 6/Communion 
Pastor Chris Koga ~ The Height of Worship=Isaiah 6 

 
Sunday, February 13 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Love and Worship 
 

Sunday, February 20 
Capital Stewardship Campaign Begins for 8 weeks 

 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 


